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 Don’t let ‘em go
Sunday, July 11th, 2010

Introduction: How many times has God put up with you and not let you go? Have you been rebellious or ignorant? Were you given many chances to submit to God before you finally did? Are you a Christian who has fallen back in sin? Those that are ensnared by the Devil are often rebellious, ignorant, hateful, sarcastic, and worldly. However, Jesus didn’t let you go did He? He lovingly pursued you and has not let you go.

Key text: John 21:15-17 

1. God pursues us, as to set an ____________for us to follow.


A few things about Peter:

God used Andrew to introduce Peter to Jesus. (John 1:41-42)

Jesus edifies Peter when first introduced. (John 1:42)

Peter was fearful and lacked faith at times. (Matt 14: 31)

Peter declares that Jesus is the Messiah and is praised by Jesus. (Matt 16:15-18)  

Peter rebukes Jesus and is himself rebuked by Jesus. (Matt 16: 21-23)

Peter is prideful at times. (Matt 26: 31-35)

Peter is angry at times. (Matt 26: 51-53)

Peter is a coward at times. (Matt 26: 69-75)
Writer Daniel Harrington suggests that: “Peter was an unlikely symbol of stability. While he was one of the first disciples called and served as the spokesman for the group, Peter is also the exemplar of "little faith" and will soon have Jesus say to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan,’ and will eventually deny Jesus three times. In light of the Easter event, then, Peter became an exemplar of the forgiven sinner.”
2.  God didn’t let you go

Look what God did with Peter: John 21:15-17

So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. –Jesus restores Peter once again, believing in him again and again and again…
3. Don’t let ‘em go

We must take our eyes off of ourselves and what may offend, embarrass or annoy us and sacrifice ourselves as humble servants in the hope that God will work in that person’s life you are thinking of right now.

II Timothy 2: 24-26

 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

Conclusion: _____________________________… Matthew 4:19 
