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Proverbs--Part 2

Pursue Wisdom

Sunday, August 1, 2010
Today’s Key Text: Proverbs 4:1-11

1. The opposite of wisdom is _____________________. 
*Proverbs 5:23: He shall die for lack of instruction,

      And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.

*Proverbs 12:23: A prudent man conceals knowledge,

      But the heart of fools proclaims foolishness. 

*Proverbs 15:14: The heart of him who has understanding seeks             knowledge,  But the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness. 

*Proverbs 16:22: Understanding is a wellspring of life to him who has it. But the correction of fools is folly. 

*Proverbs 17:12: Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, Rather than a fool in his folly. 

*Proverbs 26:11: As a dog returns to his own vomit,

 So a fool repeats his folly. 

*Proverbs 12:15: The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,

But he who heeds counsel is wise. 

*Proverbs 14:16: A wise man fears and departs from evil,

But a fool rages and is self-confident. 

*Proverbs 29:11: A fool vents all his feelings,

But a wise man holds them back. 

*Proverbs 22:15: Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child;

  
       The rod of correction will drive it far from him.

2. The solution to foolishness is to _________________ and ____________________ wisdom.

*Proverbs 1:7: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 
But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

a. What is “the fear of the LORD?”

1. “Reverence mingled with honor and fear.” — John Calvin…“That affectionate reverence, by which the child of God bends himself humbly and carefully to his Father’s law.” —Charles Bridges… “Right recognition of God.” —Sinclair Ferguson
2. The fear of the LORD is a knowledge and respect of who God is in His infinite and holy being and then living appropriately before Him.

b. How are the two related?

1. The fear of the LORD is the essential element of wisdom. Everything rests on this foundation. 
2. The wisdom that comes when we fear the LORD is a wisdom that rightly sees the world in light of a right recognition of God. It is wisdom that sees that God and His concerns and His words are of utmost importance.
3. This wisdom is one that only God can give because it requires new spiritual life and vision.


*Proverbs 16:7: When a man’s ways please the LORD,

He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

*Proverbs 14:6: A scoffer seeks wisdom and does not find it,

But knowledge is easy to him who understands.


*Proverbs 22:7: … the borrower is servant to the lender.

*Proverbs 3:9-10: Honor the LORD with your possessions,

And with the firstfruits of all your increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.

Application:
· Read Proverbs daily

· Find the one Proverb each day that speaks to you.

· Write it down.

· Put the papers somewhere you’ll see them regularly.

· Repeat them, memorize them, follow them, cling to them.

· Trust God to give you the wisdom you’re pursuing and applying.

· Be patient and watch what God does with your decision to choose wisdom. 
3. There is a great ________________________ for obtaining & applying wisdom.

*Proverbs 3:13-18

