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Proverbs Part 3
Taking Initiative

Sunday, August 8, 2010


Proverbs 24:30-34
I went by the field of the lazy man,  And by the vineyard of the man devoid of understanding; And there it was, all overgrown with thorns; Its surface was covered with nettles; Its stone wall was broken down. When I saw it, I considered it well; I looked on it and received instruction: A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest; So shall your poverty come like a prowler, And your need like an armed man.

Proverbs 6:9-11
How long will you slumber, O sluggard?  When will you rise from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to sleep—So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler,  And your need like an armed man.

1. The ____________________ toward becoming a sluggard.

a. ___________________________.
Proverbs 12:27 / Proverbs 24:33-34 / Proverbs 20:4

b.  Making _______________________.

Proverbs 22:13 / Proverbs 19:24 / Proverbs 26:14


c. Procrastination ________________ procrastination. Excuses ________________ excuses.
2. We may look good on the outside, but struggle with _____________________ sluggardliness on the inside.

Proverbs 6:6-8


a. The ant knows that if you have to depend on __________________ motivation to get the job done, you’re in trouble.
b. The ant thinks ____________________.
3. Five areas of life in which we need to manifest the initiative and diligence of the lowly but wise ant.

a. Loving ____________________________.
1 Corinthians 13:13 / Romans 12:17-18

b. Hard _____________.
Proverbs 14:23 / Proverbs 12:24 / Colossians 3:23

c. Care for your ________________.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20

d. _____________________ Matters

Luke 16:10 / 1 Timothy 6:17-19

e. Being _______________ toward God
Luke 12:13-21 / Mark 8:36-37


4. God took the ______________________ for you. 
a. Laziness is a _____________ against God. We must repent of our sin to Him.

b. The gospel announces that there is _________________________ for sluggards. 

c. Whoever turns from sin and trusts in Jesus is not only forgiven but given a new heart and is filled with the Holy Spirit. It is His strength that enables us to obey one day at a time.


